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Waiting

I think I’m a pretty patient person—that

is, until I have to wait for something. For in-

stance, when I have a doctor’s appointment

at 10:00 and it’s 11:00 before I actually see

the doctor. Or I’m meeting someone and

they’re 20 minutes late. 

Sitting in traffic will do it… bumper-to-

bumper cars would stretch out in front of us

as far as the eye could see. Maybe there had

been an accident miles ahead, but the bottle-

neck would grow quickly and there is

gridlock for a long time. Drivers would shut

off their motors, some people even have time

to spread out lunch on the side of the road

and eat it before we’d finally get moving

again!

There are other kinds of waiting—waiting

for the right job, waiting for the child to be

born, waiting for the right spouse. Here’s one:

waiting for your spouse to finally become the

person you want him or her to be. Or, you

might be waiting and wondering if you’re

stuck in life and—it (whatever “it” is) might

never happen. 

As a people, we are not comfortable with

waiting. We see it as a wasted time and try to

avoid it, or at least fill it with trivial busyness.

We value action for its own sake. Even in

retirement, people are expected to be active

and boast that they are “busier than ever.” It

is hard to trust in the slow work of God.

In his book, The Stature of Waiting, W.

H. Vanstone points out the radical change in

Jesus from action to passion, noting that the

term “passion” refers not so much to his suf-

fering as to his being “done unto,” becoming

the object rather than the subject of the ac-

(cont on pg 2)
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tion. In Mark’s gospel, after Judas “hands

him over” Jesus is inactive, speaks very little

and then ineffectively.

In John’s gospel, with the coming of night,

Jesus becomes inactive. No work can be

done at night; it is the time for waiting.

The season of Lent is a journey with

Jesus to move from action to passion through

prayer, penitence, almsgiving and self-denial

for the annual commemoration during Holy

Week of the Death and Resurrection of

Jesus, which recalls the events linked to the

Passion of Christ and culminates in Easter, the

celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus

Christ.

In this journey, many of us may get lost in

the difficulty of giving something up or trying

to do something extra. One motivation to help

us get through this Lenten season is to keep

our eyes on the prize—the resurrection of

Jesus Christ in the celebration of Easter.

The Lenten season will soon be upon us

(starting Ash Wednesday, March 5). I pray

that this season will be the season of most

“holy wasting” time of our lives to go deeper

with God through Jesus Christ who suffered,

died, and resurrected.

Ribbit!

 ~Pastor Sunny

(cont from pg 1)
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New Pastor
Romir Esguerra
Effective July 1st

by Jon Montgomery

 Co-Chair of Staff-Parish Relations Committee.

As you know Pastor Sunny is relocating

to California, with a transition to a new pastor

being final July 2014. We are grateful for her

service to our church, but understand how the

move will benefit her health.

I would like to share a brief introduction

to our newly appointed pastor effective July

1st: Romir Esguerra.

Born and raised in the Phillipines, Romir

has been a pastor for 30 years in Northern

Illinois. He has experience in supporting a va-

riety of churches ranging from small towns, to

the city to suburbs like Wheaton and Oak

Park. He has supported churches in transi-

tion, assisted established churches furthered

their mission, and been a part of churches

growing their membership.

Although SPRC met him briefly, we could

gather his sincere desire to learn about Our

Redeemer’s and the church members as well

as support the church’s mission and vision for

the future. We also met Romir’s wife Vren.

A registered nurse, Vren is very much

Romir’s co-worker in ministry with gifts and

interest in music.

Romir and Vren have three children.

Their daughter is a high school senior at

Glenbard South and the two boys have

graduated college.

In months coming up to the transition,

there may be opportunities to meet the new

pastor and for him to meet many of us and

observe various groups and committees of

our church. I am confident that Romir and

Vren will both learn about us and share about

themselves sincerely and prayerfully, and I am

confident that we will do the same.

Litany, Jared, Vren, Micah and Romir Esguerra



4

by Marianne Rogenski

Youth News

Thank you to the youth who participated

in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. You are

all amazing and inspiring! Watch next month

to see how much money we were able to

raise!

Youth Schedule
March

2 Youth Group at ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm

9 Youth Group at ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm

16 Youth Group at ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm

23 NO YOUTH GROUP

30 Youth Group at ORUMC 6:30-8:30pm

 

Please note that there is NO youth group

on March 23—this is a change from the origi-

nal schedule.

 

ASP News:

Our next meeting is March 19, 7-8:15pm.

Please be there if you plan to go on this trip.

Also, it is time to begin sending letters to fam-

ily and friends to ask for sponsorships.

The ASP group will be hosting a restau-

rant fundraiser on Sunday, March 16 at

Panda Express located at Barrington and

Schaumburg Rd.   Flyers for the event will be

available at the welcome center in the

narthex.  Join us for great food and a worthy

cause!

We need your help!

On March 8 the education committee is

having Kickoff Spring for Sunday School

children and their friends! This event will be

from 5:30-8pm and we need youth to help

out! There will be food, games, a scavenger

hunt, and lots of fun. Please let Marianne

know if you can be there.

 

Education News:

 Thank you to the Sunday School stu-

dents for all of their help with the 30 Hour

Famine visual—it was awesome to have you

help out! Thank you also for the wonderful

notes/pictures that you made for the famine

participants!

 Grow, Proclaim, Serve...One Room

Sunday School: We believe that the one

room Sunday School is doing so well we are

going to continue this format next year! Thank

you to children, parents, teachers, and assis-

tants for making this such a success!

 Parents—On March 2 the Children’s

Choirs are singing so all children will begin in

the sanctuary and go to Wesley Hall with the

teachers after they sing. Then, the teachers

will bring the students back into the sanctuary

to take communion with the whole church

family. After communion the students will go

back to class and can be picked up in Wesley

Hall as usual.
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 Do you have an idea for family out-

ings or events? The education committee

would love to hear any ideas or suggestions

you may have! Please talk to Marianne.

Kickoff Spring!—On March 8, 5:30-

8pm the education committee will host its

second Kickoff Spring! event. This is an

event for all Sunday School students and they

are encouraged to bring friends. There will be

food, a scavenger hunt, Wii games, board

games, and more! This is a drop-off event so

parents get a night out! Look for a sign up

sheet in the narthex and let us know you are

coming and what side dish/dessert you can

bring.

UMW Spring Meeting
March 4, 6:30 p.m. @ ORUMC

All women of the church are invited to

join us for a potluck supper and an evening of

fellowship on Tuesday, March 4th at 6:30

p.m. Bring your favorite dish to share! (But if

you find you can come at the last minute but

don’t have time to make a dish, remember

that Methodists never seem to run short on

food at potlucks, so come anyway!)

It will be a time of good discussion, good

food, and fun games. There will be a variety

of choices, so come whether you are an avid

fan of all games, or prefer low-key games

where the main focus is the conversation with

friends, old and new. We will also discuss

what we need to be doing for the May Rum-

mage Sale.

Looking ahead, we will have a short

women’s issue study at our next meeting on

June 3rd. Please collect your travel sham-

poos, conditioners, and lotions for our service

project at our September 23rd meeting (for

the women of the Elgin Community Crisis

Center).

United Methodist Men
March 8, 8:00 a.m. @ ORUMC

All  members and friends of Our

Redeemer’s are invited to our regular

monthly breakfast on Saturday, March 8  at

8:00 a.m. We will share in breakfast and fel-

lowship followed by a short business meeting

and Bible study..

Brian Higgins 3/11

Ashley Mottar 3/24

Madeleine Jane Almazan 3/25

Adam Lukowicz 3/26

Ellyanna Rogenski 3/31
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Announcements

Beginning March 2, in order to make the

“announcements” during the worship services

a bit more worshipful, they will be presented

as a ministry/mission moment.  Anything we

wish to share from the pulpit should in some

way be a ministry or mission opportunity.

So, if you wish to make an “announce-

ment”, please write it in that way. Example:

Your contribution to the spaghetti dinner will

help the UMM reach out to those in need in

our community.  Come and enjoy a meal with

your church family.

     Also, please write your announcement

in advance and email it to the church office by

Wednesday before the Sunday you wish it to

be read.

Thank you very much.

The Worship Team

Habitat
for
Humanity

March 29, 7:00 a.m.

All members and friends of Our

Redeemer’s are invited to join the ORUMC

Habitat for Humanity team for a work day at

a Lake County habitat site Saturday, March

29.

We will meet at the church at 7:00 a.m.

and carpool to the site. We will return to the

church about 5:00 p.m.

“Son of God: The Life of
Jesus in You”
Lenten Sermon Series
March 16 - April 13

What would happen if you applied the

lessons from events in Jesus’ life—temptation,

suffering, death, resurrection—to your own?

Would you come to know Him more inti-

mately and with a greater understanding of

your purpose? Would you embody more

completely the mission, love, and mind of

Jesus?

The series is based on producers Mark

Burnett and Roma Downey’s major theatri-

cal release, Son of God, by New York

Times bestselling author Pastor Rick War-

ren. We will invite Jesus once again into our

life by studying the life of Jesus during Lent

2014.

March 05, 7:30 p.m.

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent.

Ash Wednesday service at Our Redeemer

UMC is Taize Service including the traditional

imposition of ashes. It is a service of medita-

tion and prayer. The ashes received by Chris-

tians on Ash Wednesday are traditional signs

of penitence and mourning (Genesis 18:27;

Esther 4:1; Job 42:6; Isaiah 61:3; Jeremiah

6:26; Daniel 9:3; and Matthew 11:21).
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Feeding Our Hungry
Neighbors at ORUMC

Our Redeemer’s has been feeding hun-

gry neighbors in two ways for many years.

Food placed in the designated wagon lo-

cated in the narthex is delivered to Hanover

Township Food Pantry. We have a loyal

team of food deliverers who deliver food

there each week. Food items especially re-

quested by Hanover Township’s food pantry

include instant potatoes, pancake mix/syrup,

peanut butter/jelly, Hamburger Helper, cereal,

macaroni and cheese, canned meat, and

soup.

Our Redeemer’s also feeds hungry

neighbors who stop by our church requesting

food.  Food placed in that designated wagon

is set aside for these neighbors. Gift cards for

grocery stores (given out judiciously by

Donna, the church secretary) are also greatly

appreciated. Food items most appreciated by

these visiting neighbors include boxed

noodles, spaghetti, boxed potatoes, Ham-

burger Helper, crackers, soup, canned meats,

canned fruit, juices, cookies, bar soap, sham-

poo, and toothpaste.

Each week when you do your grocery

shopping, please buy a little extra to help feed

these hungry children of God.

“For  I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  me

food.”

Recommended Reading
by Bruce Bedingfield

A few years ago I wrote in the Redeemer

Review, encouraging other grandfathers in the

congregation to read the book, Daily Medi-

tations (with scripture) for Busy Grandpas,

by Richard Frisbie. I still recommend it as I

have been reading it daily ever since. I should

disclose, however, that I’m partial to Mr.

Frisbie as he was my neighbor in Arlington

Heights as I was growing up, and still lives

there.

I recently re-read this devotion from his

book, and thought it speaks well to members

of any congregation. As you can see, not all

his devotions pertain to Christian grand

parenting; some just instruct us on Christian

living.

Sunday Morning

People say they don’t need to go to

church because they can find God in a ma-

jestic forest.

Yes, God is there, too. But I would miss

the children poking their little siblings, the

old neighbors who have knelt beside us for

a generation, the men and women who

make the church a community.

I don’t get much feedback from fallen

leaves.

Exodus 20:4

You shall not make for yourself an idol,

whether in the form of anything that is in

heaven above, or that is on the earth be-

neath, or that is in the water under the

earth.
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Overview of the 50th
Anniversary Celebration of
Our Redeemer’s UMC in 2014

By Anniversary Taskforce Team

Bruce Bedingfield, June Guthrie, Judy Wilson,

Joan McCoy, Mary Zalay, John & Edie Machonis,

Jerry McDaniel, Pastor Sunny Ahn

The celebration officially begins Palm

Sunday (4/13/2014) with the founding pas-

tor, Rev. Wayne McArthur, and his family.

We are starting the celebration on Palm Sun-

day because Palm Sunday in 1964 (3/22/

1964) was the first Sunday ORUMC had its

worship as a congregation. We will have a

slideshow of ORUMC’s history in worship.

In the narthex on the first Sunday in April, we

will have a Memorial Tree to remember

those who passed, History Book to tell the

beginning of ORUMC, and History Chart

(Timeline) of ORUMC will be displayed.

We are hoping that specially designed anni-

versary banners will be ready to display also.

We will have a former senior pastor for

each month in a chronological order starting:

April 13  Wayne McArthur

May 11  Fred Rickleff—message from

him only

 June 15  Peter Lovell on behalf of Doug

DeGraaf who is deceased

July 20   Jay Walkington

August 17   Orrell Ruth

September 14  The Bill Shaw family.

Pastor’s Bill’s sons will lead the

service—Tim preaching and Dan

singing).

Each month, we will highlight God’s min-

istry under each pastor’s serving time. On the

day the former pastor visit and preach, we

will have a cake for fellowship after the ser-

vice. Also, there will be a luncheon fellowship

with the visiting former pastor. For this, a

month in advance a sign-up sheet for the up-

coming pastor’s visit will be posted in the

narthex to make a RSVP at a local restaurant.

The celebration ends on Sunday, 10/12/

2014 (Sunday near & before the Charter

Day, 10/18/1964). On this day, we will have

ONE worship at 10am with the Northern Illi-

nois Annual Conference Bishop Sally Dyck

preaching and the Elgin District Superinten-

dent Rev. Oscar Carrasco greeting. The

celebration luncheon will follow the service.

We have prepared the “anniversary take-

home goody-mug.”

We will set up a memorabilia table in the

narthex to share the memory in September.

We already have started to place a “Did you

know?” article in the newsletter to tell the

story about ORUMC. The invitation card of

the celebration is available in the narthex for

people to use for inviting others to the cel-

ebration. An invitation of the celebration to

the former pastors (including the associate

pastors) has been sent out already.
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This is the broad overview of the 50th

anniversary celebration plan we have as of

now. We still need to work on the details of

the plan. Here are the ways you can help:

1. Donation: We have created a

“Celebration Fund” account to receive

a donation. Please make a check

payable to “ORUMC” with a memo

“Celebration Fund” to cover the cost of

the celebration. It can be placed in the

offering plate during the service or mail/

drop off to the church office.

2. Celebration Worship: Please contact

Pastor Sunny if you are available and

willing to help in designing and leading

any celebration worship.

3. Celebration Luncheon (10/12):

Please contact June Guthrie,  Judy

Wilson or Joan McCoy if you can

help with the luncheon.

4. Church History: Please contact Jerry

McDaniel if you have photos that

could be copied (and returned) for a

church history slide show.

5. Spread the Word: We hope this will be

a reunion along with our annversary

celebration. Please especially invite all

of our out-of-town  friends (and our

local friends, too) to come and enjoy

this special time together.

Please contact any of the taskforce team

members if you can help in whatever ways.

YOUR HELP is always very welcome.

The year of 2014 is the year Our

Redeemer’s UMC celebrates its 50th Anni-

versary. It is the year we as the people of

Our Redeemer’s will remember the past for

Crisis Center

The Community Crisis Center in in need

of several baby items at this time:

- Disposable diapers (larger sizes and pull-

ups)  - Diaper wipes  - Formula  - Baby

bottles, cups with lids

The CCC  is also in need of the following

office supplies:

- Pens/paper/markers  - White copy paper,

81/2" x 11"  - Letter and legal size manila file

folders  - White business size envelopes

- Paperclips/post-its/ notes/staples

Please place your items in the CCC bin

located in the closet, left of the desk in the

Narthex. Your continued support is very

much appreciated!

Did You Know?
by June Guthrie

In 1971 when Our Redeemer’s moved

into the new building at 1600 W. Schaumburg

Road, the budgeet was tight. In order so save

money, the congregation was asked to bring

their own equipment every week to mow

grass and clean the church.

celebrating the present and envisioning the fu-

ture. In a biblical concept, it is the Year of

Jubilee—the year of celebration and restora-

tion! Please join the journey of celebration

and restoration!
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ORUMC Faith in Action
Change requires action, not just
social justice cheerleading!

On Monday, Jan. 20, ten members of

ORUMC joined over 800 other people of

faith representing 40 churches at the

Kingdom Baptist Church in Chicago.  In

the spirit of Dr. King, after worshipping to-

gether, we put our faith into action to call on

the leaders of our state to take action for

racial and economic justice.

More than a dozen members of the Illi-

nois general assembly attended and re-

sponded “yes” to direct asks from Commu-

nity Renewal Society leaders.  These include:

· The Reclaim Campaign calling on Cook

County to combat violence by funding the

creation of Restorative Justice Peace

Hubs and releasing non-violent detainees

from the overcrowded Cook County Jail.

· Ending absolute, lifetime bars on employ-

ment for people with criminal records.

· Standing together against mandatory mini-

mum sentencing.

· Improving the fairness and efficiency of the

Illinois criminal justice system by reducing the

maximum time a person can be held before a

preliminary hearing from 30 days to 10 days.

· Promote a fair, graduated state income tax.

Cook County Board President, Toni

Preckwinkle, committed to supporting the

goals of the Reclaim Campaign!

The assembly was inspiring for some and

disheartening for others.  Disheartening be-

cause there is so much change that needs to

be made to our tax and criminal justice sys-

tems and inspiring because joining together in

faith we have power to influence that change.

We, your Faith in Action team members,

invite you to join us in our work.  We’re

praying, growing, and learning together.

Contact Jack Denny, Ellen

Kobylewski, Annette Brown, or Jill

Wood-Naatz  if you want to know more.
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Memorial or Honor Gifts
by Julie Kuhn

Chair of the Memorial Committee

We are thankful for so many Memorial

gifts to ORUMC throughout the years.  Al-

most everything in the sanctuary represents a

loving memory: the chairs, the Bibles, hym-

nals, the organ, piano, handbells, keyboard,

banners, even the floor and the windows!

And in other parts of the church, every-

thing from kitchen cabinets to nursery furni-

ture to landscaping – these are all gifts repre-

senting love for our friends and family. Re-

member that gifts to the church can be in

honor of a living person as well as in memory

of those that have passed.

Planned Giving

There are many options for planned giving

to our church that can help with your tax and

estate planning. The United Methodist Foun-

dation has supplied some informational pam-

phlets in the Narthex, and they have re-

sources available to assist with questions or

further information. Gifts to the church are a

wonderful way to leave a legacy for the future

at ORUMC.

Personal Notes

Our deepest sympathy:

to Herb Knoppel and family on the

death of his father, Paul Knoppel.

to Peggy Pelletieri, one of our Friend-

ship Village ladies, on the death of her sister.

 to Carlene Thompson and family on the

death of her sister, Donna.

The cost of altar flowers has increased.

The cost for an arrangement is now $22.50

plus $7.00 for delivery.
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 EASTER FLOWERS 

by JoAnne Gregorash

The winter has been one for the record books and I am sure I am not alone in eagerly

awaiting spring.   I also eagerly await Easter, the day when we can celebrate once again, the

Risen Lord. Together we will rejoice in the fulfillment of God’s promise to us that as Jesus

overcame death, so then shall we.  What a wonderful way to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection by

filling the church with flowers.  These flowers will be displayed on Easter Sunday as we

celebrate the Risen Lord.

We invite all who love to celebrate Easter with the beauty of flowers to join with us in this

most holy of celebrations.  Here at Our Redeemer’s we purchase flowers and then “lend” our

flowers to the church until after Easter when they may be taken home.  It is easy as we do all

the work for you.  We order them and arrange them for all to enjoy on Easter Sunday. Then

you take them home and enjoy them there.

To participate, you may order a lily or tulip or hyacinth. Please fill in the order form below

and place with your payment in the beautifully decorated special basket located in the narthex or

in the offering plate.  We are using a new florist this year and the prices of this year’s flowers are

$12.25 for lilies, tulips or hyacinths.  Palm Sunday (April 13th) is the deadline for placing

your order.  I have promised our new florist that I will phone in the order on Monday, the 14th

without fail.  We ask that you please order early to help with this goal.

Name _______________________________________ Phone ______________________

Choose Lily ($)_______________Tulip($)_______________ Hyacinth ($)______________

In Memory of: ____________________________________________________________

In Honor of:______________________________________________________________
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