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 Volume 1 April 2019

The Redeemer
Review

Proclaiming Christ into the 21st Century

 The theme for our journey towards Eas-
ter is “Worship in the Wilderness”. We fo-
cused on the journey of Jesus from the waters
of baptism, to the wilderness, to the cross in
Calvary and the  joy of the Resurrection. It
was only after the Resurrection that the dis-
ciples finally embraced that Jesus is the prom-
ised Messiah. Jesus offered salvation, a new
life in the Kingdom of God.

I learned that the word “ disaster”, that is
often the cause of natural events or phenom-
enon originally meant “without a star.” So that
those in the midst of darkness, no longer
looked inwardly but gazed outwardly and re-
ceive the brightness of the stars in the horizon.
I was in Crested Butte, Colorado last summer
and was amazed at the bright stars before me.
A sight familiar  with the local residents was
new to me. Vincent Van Gogh who painted
“The Starry Night” wrote, “I compare the

stars to dots on a map, as one takes a train to
travel on Earth, we take a death to reach a
star.”

Jesus faced death on the cross. Imagine
the centurion who was assigned to guard
Jesus as he was breathing his last breath.
What was this unusual silence and kindness?
But most of all, there was darkness. One
minute the searing sun, the next moment dark-
ness. The journey that began in the desert is
coming to an end. But it is not the end that
others were so afraid to claim. The journey of
Christ is now going to be revealed in a differ-
ent way.

Imagine the words that Jesus spoke:
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; and who-
ever lives by believing in me will never
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die.” ( John 11:25-26) “With great power
the apostles continued to testify to the res-
urrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s
grace was so powerful at work in them all.
(Acts 4:33)  “Praise be to God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.” ( I Peter 1:3)
“He is not here; he has risen! Remember
how he told you, while he was still with
you in Galilee.” (Luke 24: 6-7)

Join us for our worship events in April:

April 7- 9:00 & 10:30 a.m.Communion
  10:30 Confirmation.

April 14- 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Palm Sunday
(A Surprising Journey)

April 18- 7:00 p.m. Holy Thursday
(A Symbolic Journey)-

April 19- 7:00 p.m. Good Friday ( A
Sensory Journey)

April 21 Easter Sunday
6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service and Breakfast
9:00 a.m. Easter Service - ( Followed
by Easter Egg Hunt)
10:30 a.m. Easter Service

We journey with Christ in all seasons.
My particular journey to serve the Church
began 40 years ago from a different land-
scape.

But the faith expressed through countless
prayerful conversations remain steadfast.

We are uniquely loved by God and this is
indeed the reason for our hope and joy in
Easter.

Jesus Lives!
Our Redeemer Reigns!

Happy Easter!

(cont from pg 1)
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Community
Crisis
Center

by Sally Donaldson
Dear Church Family,
The Crisis Center is always in need of so

many different things. At the present time they
are in need of the following items: Powdered
laundry detergent (HE formula), fabric soft-
ener sheets, dishwashing liquid, dishwasher
powder/liquid, bleach, cleansers, SOS pads,
dishcloths, towels, sponges, aluminum foil,
plastic wrap, plastic storage bags, plastic
drinking cups and cereal bowls, flatware,
kitchen utensils, large storage containers with
lids ground coffee (regular and decaf), bath
towels, washcloths (new or gently used), box
and oscillating fans.

In addition, the Crisis Center is also in
need of the following food items: Non-perish-
able canned and boxed goods, canned items
with pop top lids, canned fruit, soups, Ravioli,
Spaghettio’s, sloppy joe mix, applesauce, ce-
real, pasta and sauces, saltine and graham
crackers, microwave popcorn, granola bars,
fruit and pudding cups, juice boxes, instant
tea, soft drink mixes.

Baby needs: disposable diapers (larger
sizes and pull-ups), diaper wipes.

Toiletries: toothpaste, toothbrushes, bar
soap, shampoo and conditioner

Please place your items in the CCC bin
located in the closet, left of the desk in the
Narthex.Thank you so much for your gener-
ous donations. Your efforts are deeply appre-
ciated.

by Marianne Rogenski

Education News:
Easter Egg Hunt is coming on April 21!

We will start at 10:15–bring your own bas-
ket! No Sunday school that day. If you
would like to donate candy, please bring it to
the church office by April 7.

Education Sunday is May 19, 10:30.
We will recognize all teacher and leaders.

We will also recognize high school and col-
lege graduates. Please call the church office
and let us know if you are graduating!

Confirmation Sunday is April 7, 10:30.
Please join us in welcoming our confirmation
students!

Youth news:
April

7 Youth group 5:30-7:30
14 Youth group 5:30-7:30
21 No youth group
28 Youth group 5:30-7:30

May
5 Youth group party. 5:30-7:30

Hope to see you all there!

Appalachia Service Project
(ASP) News:

Our day retreat is May 18, 9am-3pm
Our trip is June 15-22
We are still in need of financial support—

thank you for all of the support so far!
Watch the bulletin for opportunities!
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From the Bishop’s Office
Message post-General Conference

“I am deeply disappointed the One
Church Plan did not prevail”
March 1, 2019
Dear Friends and Members of the
Northern Illinois Annual
Conference:

The long-awaited Special Session of the
General Conference of the United Methodist
Church in St. Louis, Mo., has finished its
work. The three days were very painful for
people who attended or watched at home via
livestream.

The pain inflicted upon our LGBTQI
members, friends and families was intense.
But there was also pain in seeing the deep
divide among the delegates.

Likewise, many of us feel this doesn’t re-
flect the United Methodist Church’s doctrine
on grace. The One Church Plan, which was
recommended by the Council of Bishops, and
which would have given space for clergy, all
churches (no matter what their stand on hu-
man sexuality), and annual conferences to be
in ministry within their contexts was defeated
by a very close margin: 438-384, 54 votes.

Instead, the Traditional Plan was ap-
proved. It not only affirms what is presently in
the Book of Discipline about homosexuality
but places far more restrictions and penalties
on clergy performing weddings for LGBTQI
members. It also tightens the existing restric-
tions on ordination based on sexual orienta-
tion.

The Traditional Plan was referred to the
Judicial Council, the denomination’s top
court, for a declaratory decision on its consti-
tutionality (a number of the items have previ-
ously been declared unconstitutional). We will
know more about what portions of the legis-
lation will become church law after the Judi-
cial Council meets April 23-26 in Evanston,
IL.

Because I supported the overwhelming
recommendation of the Council of Bishops
for the One Church Plan, I will unabashedly
say that I am deeply disappointed that the
One Church Plan did not prevail and the Tra-
ditional Plan did. The hurt has been tremen-
dous across the global church and certainly
within our annual conference, beginning with
our delegates and all the observers who at-
tended.

I’m deeply disappointed because it is so
hurtful to the LGBTQI community, family and
friends. I’m deeply disappointed because I
believe we have just lost another generation
who will not want to be a part of a church
that seems so judgmental. I’m deeply disap-
pointed because I think we will lose members
and have difficulty reaching new people (not
just LGBTQI people) due to the message this
action sends.

To our LGBTQI members, friends, fami-
lies, and welcoming congregations: 438 votes
can’t take away God’s love for you! You are
beloved children of God and of sacred worth.
I love you and so many in our churches love
you and will continue to care for you.

I know that not everyone is grieved by
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the actions of the General Conference. We
are more diverse as an annual conference
than many realize. I will be the bishop of the
whole annual conference, including those of
you who are relieved that the Traditional Plan
has prevailed.

Northern Illinois Conference has in effect
lived in the One Church Plan for some time.
The reality is that most of our churches, espe-
cially the larger the congregation, are very di-
verse within the same wide spectrum of tradi-
tional and progressive that was found at Gen-
eral Conference.

Somehow, we’ve learned to be church
together and love one another in spite of our
differences on human sexuality and many
other things. Also, remember that these re-
strictions do not exclude laity from member-
ship or leadership in the local church or be-
yond.

What happens next? There are so many
unknowns. I would encourage us all to pause
and take a breath. We need clarity of mind
and spirit. We need to talk with each other
about how we live into this new reality as an
annual conference.

We have opportunities to learn more and
to talk with each other. Please attend one of
the following debriefing sessions across the
conference:

Saturday, March 30 at 9:30 a.m. -
Orland Park: Faith UMC, 15101 S 80th
Ave., Orland Park. ·

Saturday, March 30 at 2 p.m. -
Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin Rd.,
Barrington.

Sunday, March 31 at 3 p.m.
Oregon UMC, 200 S. 4th St., Oregon.

As I’ve said all along, the day after the
Special Session of General Conference we
will continue to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

Yes, we will continue to grow in our love
for our neighbor and God. We will feed the
hungry and provide relief for those who have
experienced a natural disaster.

We will visit the sick and care for the
dying.

We will work to eliminate gun violence
and to care for the immigrant with mercy and
justice.

We will love and care for our LGBTQI
members, friends and families.

We will be the church!
Thank you for your faithfulness in serving

Christ and your community!
Holding you all in my prayers,

~Bishop Sally Dyck

The Administrative Council of
ORUMC welcomes the thoughts of any
members on the recent decision by the
Special General Conference in St. Louis.
Feel free to call, email, text, write or speak
in person to Marshall Nystrom, Peggy
Gire, Jill Wood-Naatz, Pastor Romir, or
Bruce Bedingfield.

You may also email Donna Echtner at
donna@orumc.org. List  the subject as
“General Conference”.
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Staff-Parish Response
The following is the March 12, 2019 re-

sponse of the ORUMC Staff-Parish Relations
Committee regarding the decision of the Spe-
cial General Conference 2019 to uphold the
“Traditional Plan” as offered by the Way For-
ward Commission of the UMC.

“We are a welcoming church to all
people, races, ethnicity and sexual ori-
entation. Our primary focus is to make
disciples for Jesus Christ for the trans-
formation of the world.

  We recognize the pain of LGBTQI
individuals, families and friends during
this time in the life of the church.

  We continue to support individuals
in their unique faith journey. We seek
the guidance of the Holy Spirit in these
important matters for the unity of the
church.”

Staff-Parish Relations Committee
Our Redeemer’s UMC

The “Traditional Plan” affirms the 1972
Book of Discipline language which prohibits
LGBTQI persons from ministry in the UMC.

The “Traditional Plan” also affirms the
traditional view on marriage and human sexu-
ality.

The “Traditional Plan” and its compo-
nents is under review by the Judicial Council
of the UMC.

Finance News
The following is the financial status as of
February 28, 2019.
Year to Date Actual
Income $52,150
Expenses $61,039
Surplus (Deficit) ($8,889)
Mortgage:
Original 10/1/14 $165,000
Balance 2/28/2019 $28,849

Finance Opportunities
There are two opportunities to EAT and

RAISE MONEY for the ASP trip.
Sunday, April 7 from 11 a.m. to 11

p.m.at the Village Tavern & Grill, 901 W.
Wise Rd, Schaumburg.

Friday April 12 THROUGH Saturday
April 20, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at Five Below,
1468 Golf Rd, Schaumburg.

Pick up flyers at church and present them
when you place your order.

Thanks for your participation.
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The following was presented to Ad
Council March 21 by Jill Wood-Naatz.

I am a Methodist because my parents and
grand parents were Methodist I continue to
be United Methodist by choice because of
John Wesley’s theology of grace and justifi-
cation by faith and his belief in doing all the
good you can for all the people you can for as
long as you can as well as our long history of
social justice.

I am a United Methodist in this church for
over 40 years because l have found an ex-
tended family here. I have found ways to
serve here and I have felt love here. Much of
my life has been devoted to building and sus-
taining this family of God.

The UMC is part of my DNA, part of
who I am because of you and many many
others throughout my life.

That being said, I believe God is love and
God loves all of us equally, fully, and com-
passionately no matter who we are. And I
firmly believe that we, the church of Jesus
Christ, must take a stand. We must let others
know what we believe.

I attended the special session of general
conference because I felt called to do so, l
wanted to feel God’s presence and to feel
how we were treating one another.

As you know, the delegates voted to not
be inclusive of all people. They voted to say
that our LGBTQ brothers and sisters cannot
be who God has made them to be and be
compatible with Christian teachings. And this
in spite of the fact that Jesus, in his teachings

in the Gospels, never mentioned the issue.
l am ashamed and embarrassed for my

church at this time. I reject this decision, but I
don’t want to reject my church.

But to tell our LGBTQ seminarians that
they are not worthy of being ordained is ab-
solute cruelty. To tell our LGBTQ friends
they cannot be joined together in a marriage
blessed by God is unthinkable to me. The
church should be the safest place for them to
be who fhey are.

Therefore I am asking this body to take a
stand against this vote and in support of the
LGBTQ community. And I am speaking for
many others in our church who are waiting for
our leaders to respond.

Many churches have already done so. To
do nothing is to say we agree with this deci-
sion.

How might we respond?
1. We can write a letter of support to

bishop Sally Dyck.
2. We can put a statement on our web

site.
3. We can place a sign in front of our

church.
4. We can make a statement in our bulle-

tin each Sunday.
5. We can do all of these things.
There are many ways to approach this,

but as I said before, doing nothing is to say
we agree.
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April 2019- UMW
Many thanks to Jill Wood-Naatz,

Carolyn Meneely , and  Ellen Kobylewski
for putting together the fascinating  program
entitled “Footsteps of Paul” for our March 5th

UMW meeting. In October 2018 they fol-
lowed the path of the apostle Paul and visited
historical and biblical sites including
Thessalonica, Philippi, Berea, Ephesus, Is-
lands of Patmos, Crete, & Santorini as well
as the city of Athens. We appreciate all of the
photos and inspirational narratives that they
shared.

ATTENTION:  Make sure that you sign
up for our May 3 & 4 UMW Retreat at
Wesley Woods. The deadline for sign up
and payment is Sunday, April 7. See Pam
Miller after church for information and sign-
up.

Make sure that you record the  2019
Calendar of Events so that you can be part
of the Fun, Fellowship and Friendship.

Friday, Apr 26- Escape Room outing in
Schaumburg. Cost is approx. $28 pp. If in-
terested, contact Julie Kuhn by 4/14.

Friday & Saturday, May 3 & 4- -
UMW Retreat at Wesley Woods (United
Methodist camp in Williams Bay /Lake
Geneva, WI). Program theme: “Resisting
Happiness”. NOTE: Sign-up for the Retreat
is available between Sunday worship ser-
vices. $60.00 payment due April 7.

Sunday, June 2-(matinee)  Lyric Opera
– West Side Story –Annette Brown to coor-
dinate group trip to West Side Story at Lyric

Opera. Tickets are $93. If interested, let
Annette Brown know ASAP!

Tuesday June 4- 6:30 p.m.- Annual
Salad Supper & Quarterly Meeting. Program:
“The Life of hymn composer Fannie Crosby”
(presented by Carol Hollingsworth)

Rummage Sale Lite 2019 Save the
dates. August 2 & 3 we will have our rum-
mage sale. Collections will be July 28-31.
Hours and items that will be accepted will be
posted in the near future.

Pam Miller & Betty Miller will be the
co-chairs for this upcoming sale. Start saving
your treasures!

Feed My Starving Children (date
TBD). Annette Brown will organize. Stay
tuned for the upcoming info.

Tuesday Sept 10 – 6:30 p.m.- Quarterly
Meeting & Potluck. Program: “Food and
Faith: Where Would Jesus Sit?” (presented
by Mary Zalay)

Sunday, November 24- Heavenly
Treats- More information closer to the date.

Tuesday, Dec. 3- 6:30 p.m. UMW
Holiday Meeting & Potluck- Program: “Holi-
day Happenings” and White Elephant gift ex-
change

Trivia Night 2020- we will schedule our
2nd Annual Triva Night for early next year.
We are hopeful that the UMM will team up
with us and coordinate the meal.
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UMCOR SUNDAY
(Formerly One Great Hour of Sharing)

Do you know UMCOR? UMCOR
stands for United Methodist Committee on
Relief and will be the focal point of a Special
Sunday Service in March. When watching di-
saster unfold around the globe, many of us
feel the call to help but are at a loss as to
what we can actually do to help. UMCOR
Sunday is the day for congregations around
the globe to help.

UMCOR offers aid in Jesus’ name to
those who suffer:

When tornadoes ripped through Okla-
homa, we responded.

When children in Zimbabwe lost parents
to AIDS, we responded.

When a massive tsunami devastated lives
in Japan, we responded.

And when the next crisis occurs, we will
be prepared to respond.

On this Special Sunday on March 31,
2019, our generosity as a church covers the
operating budget of UMCOR. This allows
them to funnel 100% of other donations re-
ceived throughout the year directly to relief
efforts.

UMCOR Sunday is where we come to-
gether to help.

Together, we reach children, families and
communities who have experienced devasta-
tion in the wake of disaster.

If you want to learn more about
UMCOR visit: www.umcgiving.org/UMCOR

Good News
The UMW will run their Rummage Sale

Lite, August 2 & 3. Keep an eye peeled for
more details and start saving now.

Breakfast Meeting
April 13, 8:00 a.m.

All men of Our Redeemer’s are invited
to join the United Methodist Men for break-
fast and fellowship April 13 at 8:00 a.m. at
Mr. A’s in Roselle.

Mr. A’s is located at 609 E Irving Park
Rd, Roselle, IL 60172.

If you plan to attend, please contact Rich
Hill at orumc.umm@gmail.com so he can
make reservatioins.
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Spring has arrived and with it brings the time to remember in our hearts that it is once again
time to celebrate Christ’s defeat of death on the cross and his glorious resurrection.  Easter this
year falls on April 21.  On this day, as a sign of love and joy, we fill our church with beautiful
spring flowers.  These flowers will be displayed on Easter Sunday as we worship the risen Lord
and join in praise that He is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!

We invite all who love to celebrate the miracle of Easter to join with us in in this very special
celebration.  Here at Our Redeemer’s we as individuals, purchase flowers and then “lend” our
flowers to the church until after Easter when they may be taken home.  It is easy as we do all
the work for you.  We order them and arrange them for all to enjoy on Easter Sunday. Then
you take them home and enjoy them there.  I have been taking mine home each year and
planting them in my garden.  Each year come July my flower beds are full of blooming flowers,
most of them Easter lilies!

To participate, you may order lilies or tulips or hyacinths. Please fill in the order form below
and place with your payment in the beautifully decorated special basket located in the narthex or
in the offering plate.  The price of this year’s flowers is $10.00 for lilies, tulips or hyacinths.

  Palm Sunday (April 14) is the deadline for placing your order.  I have promised our
florist that I will phone in the order on Monday, the 15 without fail.  We ask that you please
order early to help with this goal.

Name ____________________________________________Phone_________________

Choose Lily ($) ______________Tulips ($) ______________ Hyacinth ($)______________

In Memory of:
________________________________________________________________________

In Honor of:
________________________________________________________________________

EASTER FLOWERS
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March 31, 2019 - May 11, 2019

Printed by Calendar Creator for Windows on 3/23/2019

Mar 31
UMCOR Sunday

No Youth Group

9 am SS/Worship 10:30 Worship 
Nursery

Apr 1
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

Apr 2
Election Day

10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

Apr 3
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Apr 4
8:30 AM TOPS

7:15 PM UMW Bible Study

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

Apr 5 Apr 6

Apr 7
Communion

9 am SS/Worship 10:30 Worship 
Nursery

10:30 AM Confirmation Sunday

5:30 PM Youth Group at ORUMC

6:30 PM Bowling @Poplar Creek

Apr 8
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

Apr 9
10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

6:30 PM Reading the Bible Group

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

7:00 PM Staff Parish

Apr 10
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Apr 11
8:30 AM TOPS

9:30 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry

6:15 PM Pack #195 Bear Den 
Meeting-Rm 1

7:15 PM UMW Bible Study

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

Apr 12 Apr 13
8:00 AM UMM Breakfast Meeting

Apr 14
9 am SS/Worship 10:30 Worship 
Nursery

5:30 PM Youth Group at ORUMC

6:30 PM Bowling @Poplar Creek

Apr 15
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

Apr 16
10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

6:30 PM Trustees Committee

7:00 PM Finance Committee

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

Apr 17
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Apr 18
8:30 AM TOPS

7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

Apr 19
7:00 PM Good Friday Service

Apr 20
4:00 PM Music Committee

Apr 21
No Youth Group

No Sunday School

9:00 & 10:30am Worship/Nursery

6:30 AM Sunrise Service

10:15 AM Easter Egg Hunt

Apr 22
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

Apr 23
10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

6:30 PM Reading the Bible Group

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

Apr 24
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

Apr 25
8:30 AM TOPS

11:00 AM Brookdale Service

7:00 PM Ad Council

7:15 PM UMW Bible Study

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

Apr 26 Apr 27

Apr 28
9 am SS/Worship 10:30 Worship 
Nursery

10:30 AM Saucier Baptism

5:30 PM Youth Group at ORUMC

6:30 PM Bowling @Poplar Creek

Apr 29
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

Apr 30
10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

May 1
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

May 2
8:30 AM TOPS

7:15 PM UMW Bible Study

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

May 3 May 4

May 5
9 am SS/Worship 10:30 Worship 
Nursery

5:30 PM Youth Group at ORUMC

May 6
7:00 PM New Life Bible Study @ Panera

7:30 PM Nar-Anon Family Group

May 7
10:00 AM Woman's Book Study

7:00 PM Praise Team Rehearsal

May 8
5:00 PM Cherub Choir

5:20 PM Joyful Noise

6:30 PM Redeemer Ringers

7:30 PM Chancel Choir

May 9
8:30 AM TOPS

9:30 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry

6:15 PM Pack #195 Bear Den 
Meeting-Rm 1

7:15 PM UMW Bible Study

7:30 PM Bound for Recovery AA Mtg

May 10 May 11
8:00 AM UMM Breakfast Meeting

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Palm Sunday NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Easter Sunday

UMW Retreat


